Terrorism & E X

Perhaps no term in IR has been more important and controversial in recent decades, and much of the contro-
versy stems from the difficulty in defining what is, and is not, terrorism. For analytical purposes, this handout
assumes that terrorism is a strategy of violence against civilian (i.e. non-military) targets used by non-state actors
intended to do collateral damage to a state and its society, as well as to instill fear. Terrorists, then, are those who
use violent tactics to pursue this strategy.

Are terrorists rational? Can terrorist tactics ever be justified? If so, when & how? Some apologists justify terror-
ism as “a weapon of the weak against the strong,” a form of asymmetric warfare/N X3 #RithEK S Do you agree or
disagree with this justification?

Can terrorists and terrorist groups be objectively labeled? Can terrorists be distinguished from separatists and
other dissident groups which oppose the state or the government? What is the difference between a “terrorist”
and a “freedom fighter”? Does an act of terror invalidate the cause of an activist, group, or movement?

What are the causes of terrorism? How do our assumptions about causes influence our understandings of
“terrorist” motives and tactics? How do our assumptions influence our counter-terror methods? States like

the USA have attempted to counter terrorism, especially as prescribed by state-centric IR Theory, by punishing
states which “harbor terrorist groups and individuals,” especially if they are not “willing and able” to address the
terrorist threat themselves. This often includes violations of state sovereignty, whether by conventional military
force or drones/UAVs7c Afll. Can a global “War on Terror” or a “Strike Hard ] "campaign ever be successful
(or ever end)?

Do all states have an interest in ending all forms of terrorism? Therefore, should all states—even those with
large, conflicting interests—unite to eradicate ISIS/ISIL and all groups with the “terrorist” label?

Note that most people labeled as “terrorists” reject the label and prefer to call themselves by other terms, such as
“separatist, freedom fighter, liberator, revolutionary, vigilante, militant, paramilitary, guerrilla, rebel, patriot, or
any similar-meaning word in other languages and cultures.” (Wikipedia)

VOCABULARY “act of terror” Al-QaedafdZiA civil liberties ARBH conspiracy (i FE = 60)FBiE
Counter-terroriR# double-standardfXX21m/&E (—MAFENFHE. ABAEN) Enemy Combatant
ETA&IE (Basque armed separatist group) ETIMARRETIBREI=IEH) extremisti# 2 F foil (an
attack)BRLE  fundamentalismRZKEEX Guantanamo Bay XIEABEEZE homegrown terrorismzs 1 {9
th hostage AR Improvised Explosive Device (IED)BZIBIERE “Lone Wolf IR G F  mo-
tive non-state actor perpetratorlB#&; FEIL, EEE plot FBIE radicalizef@EB#i# radicalized
BETIRMY recruitment  root causestRIRIRA screeningBB & state-sponsoredEZR & #EH)  suicide
bomberB RAEREE, BRMEBIE, BRANAMBIER suicide vest suspect@ERIE tacticRBE, FER,
kA (The) TalibaniBRFE terrorist attack k&R terrorist cell RIHBALR 7D X tragedy R AN =



